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his speculations on the problem of the theodicy. He holds "as 
an indubitably proven fact that all existence is necessarily 
psychic," and on this fact as a basis he proceeds to elaborate a 
number of epistemological and theological theorems, the upshot 
of which is that an all-inclusive Personal Intellect, behind Time, 
is working itself out by a necessary, logical evolution, into pure 
moral goodness. 

Another pamphlet comes from a pronounced atheist, formerly 
a clergyman — Mr. W. S. Godfrey. It bears the title "Theism 
Found Wanting," and is an honest denunciation of theistic beliefs 
as destitute of any philosophical support and positively warping 
to the soundest ethical sense. 

In an entirely different mood is Miss Lilian Whiting's "Outlook 
Beautiful" conceived. It is a rhapsody, a carnival of spiritual 
joy. It would be invidious to point to flaws in Miss Whiting's 
logic or slips in her science. The book wishes to be neither 
logical nor scientific. Edification is its purpose, and it wll prove 
welcome, no doubt, to those who love to be swept along in the 
rapid serenity of Miss Whiting's spiritual confidence. 

David Saville Muzzey. 
New York. 

The Supremacy of Jesus. By Joseph H. Crooker, author of 
"Religious Freedom in American Education." Boston : Amer- 
ican Unitarian Association, 1904. Pp. 186. 

Frankly accepting the most radical conclusions of modern New 
Testament criticism, the author of this essay attempts to vindicate 
a real and abiding authority for the great teacher whom so many 
centuries of orthodoxy have worshiped as "very God." The 
influence of Jesus, he contends, has been a more abiding and more 
vivifying influence on the world than that of Aristotle, Moham- 
med, Buddha, or Confucius, because it has been, not simply dis- 
ciplinary, exemplary, or didactic, but rather an intensely personal 
influence. To call Jesus "inspired" or to name him "God" does 
not signify at all our appreciation of him ; in fact, it may simply 
be an avowal of the renunciation of the effort to appreciate him. 
The only way to understand Jesus is to search for the secret of 
that personal, compelling force in him which is witnessed not 
only by the gospel records, but also much more by the doctrine 
of his followers to-day. 

It is interesting, by the way, to notice that Mr. Crooker's view 
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of the relation of the real Jesus to the gospels duplicates that of 
the greatest of living authorities on the historicity of the earliest 
Christian literature, Prof. Adolf Harnack, of Berlin, who in his 
lectures on "Die Glaubwiirdigkeit der Evangelien," maintains 
just this thesis of an "original Jesus," distorted by the interpreta- 
tions of the heirs of the messianic prophesies and the missionaries 

of Hellenic thought. 

David Saville Muzzey. 
New York. 
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